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William S. and Charlotte Wasson 
 

We’re not related to every Wasson who happens to live nearby. 

 

John (Jemima) Wasson had a brother William.  William and his family seemed to have 

disappeared from U.K. records after the 1841 U.K. Census, although William was mentioned in 

his father’s 1844 will. 

 

There was a William S. Wasson in Scotch Grove Township, Jones County, Iowa when John and 

Jemima settled in the area, and he was reasonably close in age to John Wasson.  If he were John’s 

brother, that would give some reason for John and Jemima choosing to settle in the area.  But 

this William Wasson was not John’s brother William, and in fact he was not related to us at all. 

 

Census records consistently identify William Sloan Wasson’s birthplace as Pennsylvania.  

Specifically, William S. Wasson and his mother Sarah were both born in Bradford County, 

Pennsylvania.  His father’s ancestors came to Pennsylvania from Ireland prior to 1745. 

 

 
The 1850 U.S. Census for Shenango Township, Mercer County, Pennsylvania shows that William 

(then Wason), his mother Sarah and sister Margaret were all born in Bradford County, 

Pennsylvania.  William and Charlotte’s oldest children were born in Mercer County. 
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William and Charlotte’s daughter Mary married William Bolton.  In the 1880 U.S. Census for 

Scotch Grove Township, Jones County, Iowa, Mary specified Pennsylvania as the birthplace for 

both of her parents. 

 

William, Charlotte and their family moved to Jones County, Iowa in the early 1850s, part of a 

wave of mostly Presbyterian settlers from western Pennsylvania.  They lived in Clay and then 

Rome Townships before settling on a farm in Scotch Grove Township.  William and Charlotte had 

a total of seven children, but only two survived to adulthood.  William, Charlotte and five of their 

children were buried together in the family plot in Scotch Grove Cemetery. 

 

 
The William and Charlotte Wasson family plot, Scotch Grove Cemetery 

 

While “Wasson” is a rare surname in Scotland, it was much more common in Northern Ireland.  

Far more Northern Ireland Wassons emigrated to the United States than did western Scotland 

Wassons, including very few of our Wasson relatives.  For that reason, most Wassons in the 

United States trace their lineage back to Northern Ireland, and thus they are not related to us. 
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For the record, I’ll note that the 1840 U.S. Census included a William Wasson and his family of 

four living in East Oswego, Oswego County, New York.  Because John and Jane Lambie Wasson 

lived in Amboy Township, Oswego County, New York at that time, some researchers suggest that 

this William Wasson was their son William, making him John (Jemima) Wasson’s brother William.  

This is also incorrect.  Not only is the age and gender makeup of that family incorrect, John and 

Jane’s son William and his family were still living in Liverpool, England in 1841. 
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